FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
Since the beginning of the First Five-Year Plan, the number of
new schools constructed has increased year by year, and during
the four years 1933-36 a total of 16,725 new schools were con-
structed, of which 13,784 were erected in the rural areas of the
Union. As for higher educational institutions, including univer-
sities., in 1914 there were 91 with 112,000 students; by 1937 there
were 700 such institutions with 558,000 students. Already, by the
end of the First Five-Year Plan, the Soviet intelligentsia (i.e.
university and technical college graduates, doctors, scientists, expert
engineers, technicians, agronomists, teachers, lawyers, etc.) num-
bered at least 2,700,000 persons, and although we have no definite
figure, it is quite safe to assume that the number of the intelli-
gentsia at the present time is over 5,000,000.
Molotov in a speech in May 1938 at a conference of professors
and organizers of the Soviet higher educational institutions
(universities, etc.) claimed that there were more students in such
institutions in the U.S.S.R. than in those of Great Britain, France,
Germany, Italy and Japan taken together.
With the stamping out of illiteracy and the growth in the number
of the intelligentsia, it was only to be expected that the Press and
book circulation should have gone up by leaps and bounds, and
indeed, whilst in 1913 there were 859 newspapers (actually the
number was less, since the frequent suppression of journals by
the Tsarist authorities caused many papers to change their names
and publishers' addresses sometimes several times a year), with
a daily circulation of 2,729,000; in 1937 there were 8,521 newspapers
with a daily circulation of 36,197,000.
Here is a quite normal item of information in the Soviet Press
of December 29, 1937, e.g. that "among the workers of the Kirov
factory (Leningrad) there has been an increase in subscribers for
1938, not only for daily papers and political journals, but also for
scientific and literary and art journals. The workers also subscribe
to German and French journals."
The number of books published in 1913 was 26,174, with a
total circulation of 86,739,000 copies, but in 1937 the number of
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